IMPERIAL  OUTPOST
without any definite break, Britain found herself with no
more than the ghost of an imperial system in being> and
forced to work out her own salvation with such native
resources as she could muster.
And then it became apparent how much of native
continuity had persisted beneath the Roman overlay.
For no sooner was the imperial power withdrawn, than
the Celtic civilization canie flowing back quite naturally
from the fringe ; local chieftains parcelled out the
abandoned sovereignty between themselves, and for some
half a century had a very fair degree of success in stemming
the flood of overland and overseas invasion.
What then are we to make of this Roman interlude in
British history ? Are we to write off the whole four
centuries of it as a mere blank, and to think of the main
stream of British life as of the Rhone, that after being
apparently lost in the Lake of Geneva, emerges on the
other side with no other change than the dropping of a
certain amount of sediment ? Or are we, on the other
hand, to conclude that that long experience of Roman
discipline had made a decisive difference for all time
between the part of the island that had been subjected to
it, and its two fringes that had remained without the
law ? It is quite certain that other European provinces
of Rome, and most of all Britain's neighbour, Gaul, have
never ceased to be moulded by her influence ; as grown-
up men, according to the Jesuit theory, have their
characters determined by the education of their first six
years. Are we to take Britain as the solitary exception
to this rule, and believe that her Roman education faded
from her soul like morning dew.
In the nature of things, no clear-cut or provable answer
can be given. How much of the Roman system did
actually survive the Romans, and persist under Anglo-
Saxon auspices, is an issue capable of arousing otherwise
grave and passionless experts to implacable controversy.
The darkness that descends upon England between the
coming of Hengist and Horsa, and that of Augustine, is
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